The Beatitudes
(Truly Blessed)

Part 6-The Dungeon of
Doubt
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness, for
the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.” Matthew 5:10
Clouds of Doubt are created when the warm air of
our hopes and expectations meets the
cold air of God’s perceived inaction.
(John’s disciples asked Jesus) “are you the the
Messiah we’ve been expecting or should we keep
looking for someone else.” Matt. 11:3

1. God does not turn away sincere questions of faith
“Jesus told them, “Go back and report to John what you hear and
see; the blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy
are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is
preached to the poor.” Matt. 11:4-6

Notes About God’s Kingdom
1. The lost and rejected are all most welcome
“And the king will say, I tell you the truth whenever you
helped one of the least of these my brothers and sisters, you
were helping me.” Matt. 25:40

2. The dead have life. The grave has no power
John was asking Jesus to resolve the temporary, while Jesus
was busy taking care of the eternal. John asked for an
immediate favor, Jesus was orchestrating the eternal solution.

The Beatitudes
(Truly Blessed)

“Blessed are those who are persecuted because
of righteousness for the kingdom of God is theirs”
Matt. 5:7
1.

Have you ever doubted God’s existence, or his love
for you?
What were the circumstances around
that doubt?

2. What does Jesus’ response to John’s question/doubt
tell you about his character
3. What does the answer Jesus gives, have to do with
John’s question?
4. Why is knowing that all people are welcome in God’s
kingdom important?
5. Do you think John received comfort from the
reminder that the “dead are raised to life”?

Going Deeper:

Read Matthew 11:1-12 and also Matthew 14:1-12
What does this tell you about the atmosphere in which
John the Baptist and Jesus preached and taught?
Can you understand more clearly why John might have
doubted?

